Orphan Season About Bats Qld Bats QId

(Flying Foxes & Microbats) Inc.

Orphaned baby Flying-foxes come into Bats QId (Flying foxes & Microbats) Inc. is a
care between October and February if their self-funded volunteer organisation whose
mothers become tangled in netting, caught members are permitted under the Environment
on barbed wire or other accident. Protection Agency (EPA) to care for sick,

injured and orphaned wildlife. Bats Qld have
members in the Gold Coast and Lockyer
Valley regions and is dedicated to:

This is the time of year when Grey-headed
Flying-foxes and Black Flying-foxes give
birth to their single young.

- Providing education and information to the

If you see a Flying-fox on powerlines general public

please call Bats Qld. There could be a live

baby attached to its mother. - Active conservation of flying foxes and their

habitat
Remember, baby bats don't fly so if you . The promotion of bats as a very important
see a bat hanging alone, it is in trouble, part of our ecology
please call Bats Qld. - The rehabilitation and release of bats back
to the wild

- The rescue of sick, injured & orphaned bats

If you are interested in working
1.\ with Bats, call us 07 46975177
r e www.batsgld.org.au

Rescue Hotlines

0447 222 889 or
(07) 4697 5122

All illustrations used in this brochure are reproduced
with kind permission from the artist, Louise Saunders




Why should we care

about Bats?

Flying foxes play a key role in coastal forest
ecology. Flying- foxes are the worlds only
flying mammal and are able to cross pollinate
tall coastal forest trees.

Almost all hardwood species need flying
foxes for pollination. Hardwood flowers are
only receptive to pollination at night, so the
daytime activity of birds and bees does not
fertilise the flowers. Flying foxes also fly much
further than bees or most birds, so are able to
cross-fertilise bushland over an area of up to
100km each night. It has also been estimated
that a single flying fox can disperse up to

60 000 seeds a night.

A Micro-bat (or insectivorous bat) can eat
about a third of its own body weight in insects
every night. In many parts of the world
organic farmers install bat boxes throughout
their farms to encourage this natural form of
pest control.

Micro-bats are capable of catching up to 500
insects per hour, an average of 1 every 7
seconds. Under controlled conditions a
Myotis bat (a small insectivorous bat which
lives near waterways) has been recorded
capturing 1200 tiny fruit flies in one hour. This
is one every three seconds. Micro-bats are
also voracious predators of mosquitoes.

What to do if you find a
Bat

CALL US
Please do NOT touch BATS

Australian Bat Lyssavirus is rare but may be

transmitted by a bite or deep scratch from an

infected flying-fox. Any wild animal in pain or
frightened is more likely to bite.

If you are bitten or scratched by the bat, wash
the wound thoroughly with soap and water
and inform your local doctor immediately.

Please do not try to help sick or injured bats
yourself. You are putting yourself and the
animal at risk

How can
you help?

The major threats to flying-fox
survival are:

Habitat destruction

Loose netting over fruit trees

Power lines, barbed wire fences, lethal
orchard protection methods such as
shooting and lethal grids

Lack of greater protection under the
Nature Conservation Act

Uncontrolled domestic pets

Non-native plants such as Cocos Palms

Your assistance is important with

Please report all sightings of Flying-
Foxes on power lines, on barbed wire
fences, in fruit netting or on the ground
please restrain domestic pets and
children and call Bats Qld

If you find a sick or injured insectivorous
bat, place a box over it and call Bats QId

If you need advice or just have a question
please call Bats QId



