16" Sept 2024

THE TRAVEL DOCTOR

Dear Valued Flying Fox carer
TRAVEL HEALTH CARE

The guidelines for how best to protect Carers from the risk of exposure to

Lyssavirus/ Rabies have changed Phone 1300 42 11 42

Email clinic@thetraveldoctor.com.au

For those vaccinated for the first time Web www.thetraveldoctor.com.au

Have an initial course on 2 occasions of rabies vaccine :
IF under 50 years of age can be intradermal (ID)
IF over 50 years of age it needs to be given intramuscularly (IM)

5th floor 247 Adelaide Street
GPO Box 2832 BRISBANE Q 4001

Phone (07) 3221 9066

The visits for these two vaccines should be at least a week apart (but 2 weeks Fax (07) 3221 7076

is possibly better)

You need a test 3 weeks after your second visit to ensure your body is able to make antibodies
If level is greater than 0.5 EU/mI then you do nothing for one year.

One year after first visit for rabies vaccine, you need a single booster dose of IM rabies vaccine

THEN
You need a test every three years and a booster if your level is under 0.5 EU/mi

This is what you need in table form

0 +1to +3 + 11months + 3 years | +3years | +3years
(First visit, 2weeks weeks (One year
first dose/s) after 1%t
dose/s)

Vaccine Vaccine Serology* Vaccine Serology* | Serology* | Serology*
and and and
vax if vax if vax if

under 0.5 | under 0.5 | under 0.5
IM if >50yrs | IM if >50yrs IM IM IM IM
age age
ID if <50yrs | ID if <50yrs
age age

*Serology needs to be > 0.5
IM = Intramuscular route of vaccine
ID = Intradermal route of vaccine

Itis STILL ESSENTIAL that anyone with a risk-exposure gets 2 doses of post exposure rabies vaccination -
these are given day 0 and day 3 after exposure.
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Dr Deb Mills MBBS MPHTM

QR code
Link to Australian Immunisation guidelines for Bat carers



